PLANNING & ZONING

215 15t Avenue South, Suite 103

Long Prairie, MN 56347

Phone: 320-732-4420 Fax: 320-732-4803
Email address: toddplan.zone®@co.todd.mn.us

The following is the agenda for Thursday, June 5, 2025 at 6:00pm. The Todd County Planning Commission will hold a
public hearing in the Commissioner’s Boardroom, Historic Courthouse, 215 1st Ave South, Suite 301, Long Prairie.

NOTE: This meeting is being held in-person and the public is encouraged to attend. Those who do attend in person can
find parking atop the hill on the west side of the Historic Courthouse and enter through the North Doors, near the
American Flag and monument.

If you have any concerns or questions in regard to the upcoming meeting and the applications on the agenda, feel free to
contact the Planning & Zoning Office at either (320) 732-4420 or toddplan.zone@co.todd.mn.us. All correspondence
must include name & mailing address and be received 48 hours before the date and time of the hearing.

Agenda
o Call to Order
e Pledge of Allegiance
¢ Introduction of Planning Commission Members and process review.
e Approval of agenda
e Approval of the May 1st, 2025 Planning Commission meeting minutes
e The applicant is introduced
e Staff report
Applicant confirms if staff report accurately represents the request
Correspondence
Site Visit Review
Public comment
Board review with applicant, staff, and public

1. Mark Johnson: Section 06, Round Prairie Township
Site Address: 23576 200" Street, Long Prairie, MN 56347

PID: 21-0007702
1. Request for CUP to berm and operate a functional shooting range in Commercial Zoning District.

2. William & Dawn Vowles: Section 20, Grey Eagle Township, Big Birch Lake
Site Address: 11734 Co. Rd. 47, Grey Eagle, MN 56336

PID: 11-0027400
1. Request for Seasonal Campground with hookups, 40° X 40’ office Building and 17 sites in
Recreational Development Shoreland Zoning District.

3. Angelo & Marjorie Smieja: Section 18 of Round Prairie Township
Site Addresses: 23465 Ellis Court and 23468 Ellis Court, Long Prairie, MN 56347

PID: 21-0018900, 21-0018909 and 21-0018908
1. Request Rezone from R-2 to AF-1 Zoning District for agricultural use.

4. Daniel Tomsche DVM: Section 23, Birchdale Township
Site Address: 27246 State 28, Grey Eagle, MN 56336

PID: 03-0018600 & 03-0018602
1. Request for CUP to construct a 276° X 128’ total confinement barn for 350 head of dairy cows >1000
Ibs. and add a 5.2M gallon, HDPE lined earthen basin for manure storage. Animal Units will increase
from 960 AU to 992 AU in AF-1 and RT Zoning Districts
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5. Emanuel J. Yoder: Section 11, Bartlett Township
Site Address: 49475 Thorn Apple Road, Aldrich, MN 56434

PID: 01-0011100
1. Request to Operate a Wood Working Business in AF-2 Zoning District.

6. Jodi Marohn: Section 25, Hartford Township
Site Address: 28333 284™ St., Long Prairie, MN 56347

PID: 12-0030200
1. Request to open an indoor riding arena with up to four RV campsites in AF-1 Zoning District.

Adjournment — Next meeting: July 3rd, 2025
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In regard to the proposed shooting range located at 23579 200 street, | have compiled a
combination of statistics, personal experience and opinion to not only calm potential concerns,

but also reinforce the need for an open to the public shooting range.
Firstly, there are many benefits to an open to the public shooting range to a rural area.
1. Safe and Controlled Environment

It provides a designated and regulated area for firearm use, reducing unsafe target shooting in
forests or open land.

2. Firearm Education and Training

Ranges can offer courses in gun safety, marksmanship, and responsible firearm ownership for
hunters, sport shooters, and new gun owners.

3. Support for Local Hunting Culture

Minnesota has a strong hunting tradition. A range allows hunters to sight in rifles and practice
before hunting season.

4. Economic Development

Attracts visitors from surrounding areas, which can benefit local businesses like gas stations,
restaurants, and sporting goods stores.

5. Community Engagement
Can host shooting competitions, youth programs, and other events that build community.

Secondly, as a firearms instructor | teach in my classes that practice makes a better
shooter. The number 1 question asked by my students is “where do | go shoot?”. The best
answer | can give them is you can try to join a sportsman’s club. As many of you may not be
aware, sportsman’s clubs are not required to let anyone join or use their facilities. They can
discriminate anyway they see fit because they are a “private club”, nor do they have to be ADA
compliant. Furthermore, they do not require a range safety officer to be present during
operation like an open to the public shooting range does. We chose to provide an open to the
public range to accommodate those who don’t feel welcome at these clubs, need the extra
guidance of an onsite instructor or cannot access them due to physical disability, some being
the result of the service to protect our freedom. The population of Todd County as of July 1,
2024, is 25,955 with about 8,958 living within city limits. 69.5% are over the age of 18, putting
the potential gun owners at roughly 18,000 (about 6,200 living within city limits). The current
number of permit to carry a firearm holders is 3,034 (about 1,050 within city limits).



Lastly, | will give my background and opinion. | grew up at RR 3 Box 131 (23517 202"
street) on the farm My grandfather purchased in 1956 and sold to my father 1997. This is where
the proposed parcel split and building site are located. When | was twelve | took a hunter safety
course learning how to properly handle a firearm (the respect was already there as we had
several guns in the house). We have always practiced marksmanship with various different types
of guns and cartridges on this property. In 2021 | expanded my interest into pistols and took a
permit to carry class and purchased my first handgun. In a very short period of time, | fell in love
with that aspect of firearms, so much, that in August of 2024 | became a USCCA certified
firearms instructor. In the past 4 years | have discharged nearly 500 rounds of various types of
cartridges each month with my family and close friends (even in the winter with subzero
temperatures) with zero noise abatements thus far. If a shooting range will cause nuisance noise
issues during appropriate operating hours, will me discharging my personal firearms on my
family’s private property become an issue? Do | have to worry about my unalienable
constitutional right being banned on a farm | have referred to as home even after | moved
away? Do | not have the right to shoot with my children and someday grandchildren as | have
with my father and grandfather all my life because of people moving onto 5-acre tracts from
urban areas to ruin the way of life my family has lived for nearly 70 years? We are simply trying
to live the American Dream that so many of my family and yours have fought and even died to
defend.

God Bless America,

Joshua Goertz










































































































































































